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October 30, 1989

Memo to: David A. Cutler, American Birds
Lancaster County Bird Club (Rare Bird File)
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

From: J. Eric Witmer

Subject: Sighting of Sabine's Gull in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania

About 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 23, 1989, Dan and Lori
Heathcote found an imm. Sabine's Gull flying near Rookery Island
in the Susquehanna River, Washington Boro, Pennsylvania. The
bird was viewed for about one (1) hour and could not be relocated
from the shore later in the day.

Before 7:00 a.m. on Sunday, September 24, 1989, the bird was
relocated by boat in the Conejohela Flats area of the Susquehanna
River, Washington Boro, where the bird was observed until 1:30
p.Mm. The bird was photographed extensively by three of the
observers, sometimes within 40 feet. On Sunday, the bird spent a
lot of time resting on mudflats and often picking
"shorebird-like" on mudflats close to the edge of the water.

On Friday, September 22, 1989, remnants of Hurricane Hugo passed
northward through western Pennsylvania and an intense cold front
(moving from west to east) followed on Saturday into eastern
Pennsylvania. At the time of the initial sighting, conditions
were clear and calm. By early afternoon, cloud cover and windy
conditions (30 mph) prevailed. Sunday, September 24, was calm
and pleasant. At least eight (8) observers were present on
sunday, including Jerry Book, Tom Garner, Dan and Lori Heathcote,
Robert M. Schutsky, Jan, Pat, and Eric Witmer.

This sighting is a first record for Lancaster County.

All proper field marks should be easily noted in the two enclosed
photographs made by Jan A. Witmer and taken with a 35 mm camera
using a 600 mm lens and ektachrome 200 ASA film.
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JJ Eric Witmer

805 Pointview Avenue
Ephrata, PA 17522
(717) 733-1138
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Enclosures - 2 Photographs
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Record No.:360-02-1989

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Vot

ing Tabulation - Round # / of Gl

Species:

Date of Sighting:
Observer(s}:

Date of Submission:

Submitted by:

Sabine’s Gull

September 23, 1989

Dan & Lori Heathcote, E. Witmer, J. Book
1989

Eric Witmer, Jerry Book

Member Class 1

Class I | Class III § Class IV Class V

E. Kwater ;f”’

B. Haas ><

F. Haas ><

R. Leberman S%

G. McWilliams

S. Santner

P. Schwalbe

TOTALS

DECISION |

Comments: ‘%‘ ﬂ}?ﬁam

Send 10 second Ko with /Oidz/aﬁ_

Signature (Secretary):

Date:




Record No.:360-02-1989

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # 2 of 2

Species:

Date of Sighting:
Observer(s):

Date of Submission:

Submitted by:

Sabine’s Gull
23 September 1989 to 24 September 1989
Dan & Lori Heathcote, E. Witmer, J. Book

1989

Dan & Lori Heathcote, E. Witmer, J. Book

Member Class 1

Class I Class IIT § Class IV Class V

A B C

E. Kwater

B. Haas

F. Haas

Schwe lbe

NP

G. McWilliams

S. Santner

Lebeyma
S=Skiuner 7

TOTALS

DECISION

Comments:

Signature (Secretary):

Date:




Record No.:360-02-1989

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # 2 of 2

Species: Sabine’s Gull (Larus sabini)

Date of Sighting: 23 September 1989 to 24 September 1989
Location: WASHINGTON BORO

County: LANCASTER

Observer{s): Dan & Lori Heathcote; E. Witmer; J. Book

Date of Submission: 1989

Submitted by: Dan & Lori Heathcote; E. Witmer; J. Book
Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen: NO
Recording: NONE

ClassI | ClassII | Class IIl § Class IV Class V

Member

Abstain

F. Haas

N. Pulcinella

E. Kwater

R. Ickes

G. McWilliams

P. Schwalbe

J. Skinner

TOTALS

DN XXX X X

DECISION

Comments:

Signature (Secretary): /} o /%/ Date: = 3/ ?j’






